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ADVERTISING NOTES AND COLLEGE BANK CURRENCY

Advertising Notes

1638 CA. San Francisco. Bradley & Rulofson. $1 in
Payment for Photographs of Bearer. A great topical
note and a mimic of the National Gold Banknotes in
circulation in 1874. The back is light brown/gold with
the gold medal awarded them in Philadelphia that
year. A sharp example. Choice Fine plus.

($200-400) 

1639 NY. New York. Bath Hotel Company, Seaside. $10 or
One Share. A small share certificate which served as
an ad note as well. Superb vignette of the hotel at top.
Fully issued and dated 1853. Choice EF.

($150-300) 

1640 NY. New York. Bath Hotel Company, Seaside.
Company check, printed on blue paper with vignette
as the last. Payable at the Ocean Bank of the City of
New York. Unissued. AU. A superior unissued check
by all means. ($75-125) 

1641 Classic, Early and Engraved New York City Ad
Notes. [3] ($125-250) 

1) Drakes Plantation Bitters/Plantation Bank. 100.
Plantation scene. Snyder. Green back. Soft with back
soil ing, About VG. 2) Lyon’s Celebrated
Kathairon/Kathairon Bank. 50. Alchemist at work (actually
looks like Nostradamus reading Vanity Fair or something).
Fine, trimmed in a bit at the top left. 3) Mexican Mustang
Liniment/Mustang Bank. 50. Volcano explodes! Mustang
hunt lower right. Some stains. Good to VG.

1642 WI. Ripon. J. M. Derees & Co. 3. A mimic note of a
federal legal tender in green and red. They were
dealers in “Pure Drugs, Medicines, Books,
Stationary...”. A desirable location for this type of ad
note. AU. ($100-200) 

1643 Eastern Ad Note Mimic $3 Bills. [3] ($125-250) 
1) MA. Boston. J. Pitman’s, Boot and Shoe

Maker/Pitman’s Old Curiosity Shop. 3. Green and red. Back
with long text in center, “X” style. VF. A nice “double” ad
note. 2) NJ. Bridgeton. A. Johnson, Millinery. 3. Similar to
last, back with shorter ad. Minor splits in the mostly wide
margins. AU. 3) NY. Elmira. J.M. Robinson & Sons,
Furniture. 3. Similar to last. Wide margins. EF plus. Nice
trio.

1644 Midwestern Ad Note Mimic $3 Bills. [3] 
($100-200) 

1) IL.Chicago. E.H. Stein, City of Paris. 3. Dec. 1,
1868. 83 Clark Street. Small hole, glue on the back, else
Fine. 2) Sycamore. Warren & Lott, Jewelers. 3. “X” back
with text at the bottom: “A nimble sixpence beats a slow
shilling”. EF. 3) IA. Pella. Dawley & Carson, Jewelers. 3.
Style as last, “X” back. A chunk off the left, a taped tear, but
it looks EF.

1645 Ad Notes, Political Notes, Coupons and Others, A
Few Scarce. [11] ($100-200) 

Eclectic group that should be seen. Includes: $1
Newspaper “Good For” scrip, Diamond Point Pen and Case
ad note, Taft Republican Clearing Scrip (2), three ad notes
on CSA mimic faces, a text ad, a genuine $20 T-67 note, a
pair of Brink’s coupons (stained), Morse ad on NH scrip, and
a Southern Orphan Association certificate. Average VF.

College Currency

1646 MN. Rochester. Hurd & Belknap’s Commercial
College. $20. (Unlisted in Schingoethe).  The imprint
is Rochester, MN, with the back being green. The
face is very faded with some stains. VF.

($250-500) 

1647 New York, A Bryant and Stratton Green Tinted
Pair. [2] ($125-250) 

1) Bryant, Stratton & Co.’s International College
Bank. $5. Green tint and back by Hatch. Horses at the right.
Issued. Aged, rough at the lower right. About Fine. 2) Same
series. $1000. Green tint by Hatch. Indian on horseback,
left. Issued. Fine. 

1648 Poughkeepsie, NY, Eastman Business College
Small Denomination Notes. 1-5) 1, 5, 10, 25, 50
cents. Gold backs, red protectors. The third is EF, the
others AU to Unc. 6) 10 cents. Gold back. The red
protector is different. Unc. [6] ($100-200) 
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1649 Scarcer Eastman Business College Small
Denomination Notes. [4] ($100-200) 

1) 3 cents. Plain back. Man facing center with red
“3”. Unc. 2-3) 3, 5 cents. “Fractional Currency” series.
Green backs. Both Unc., a large pinhole in the second. 4)
50 cents. All red with Washington right. Uniface. AU, a few
small holes.

1650 Full Size Eastman College Bank Notes of
Poughkeepsie, NY. [2] ($100-200) 

1) Eastman College Bank of Eastmans National
Business College. $5. Red titles in black texts. Uniface.
Eagle left, girl lower right. Corner shaved, but VF. 2) Same
face style, different series. $50. Green tint and ornate green
back with miners. Stamped in red “SPECIMEN” etc. Some
aging, but Fine. The second is quite scarce.

1651 Syracuse, Ames’ Business College Notes from
Different Series. [2] ($200-300) 

1) Ames’ Business College Bank. $50. (Sch.
NY-2550-50). Bridge, Sage & Sons. Uniface. Unissued.
Unc. 2) $20. (NY-2575-20.A). Green protector and back,
Sage & Sons. Issued. EF. A nice pair.

1652 WI. Janesvil le.
College Bank.
Counter for
Five Cents.
( S c h i n g o e t h e
W I - 2 2 5 - 0 5 ) .
Simple design
with red “5”
protectors. Choice AU. The first we have seen or
handled. ($250-500) 

1653 WI. Milwaukee. Spencerian Business College. $50.
Overprint on Union College Bank note. Not in
Schingoethe, but like WI-260. Choice VF.

($150-250) 

1654 College Currency Trio. [3] ($125-175) 
1) CT. New London Business College. $10. (Sch.

CT-400-10). Red “10”. Unissued. EF. 2) OH. Cincinnati.
Nelson’s College Currency, First International Bank. $10.
(Sch. OH-180-10). VF plus. 3) PA. Kingston. Wyoming
College Bank. $5. (Sch. PA-300-5A). Red “5”. Unissued, a
split and with some aging. Fine plus.

1655 Fractional Mimic “Maverick” Note. State of
Improvement. 10¢.  A nice maverick college note, and
a great mimic of a Fourth Issue fractional. Green
back. VG. ($100-150) 

1656 Canada. Toronto, O.C.W. Brit ish American
Commercial College Bank. $100. (ON-650-150). A
beautiful type with a gold tint on the face and a green
back. Choice AU. ($150-250) 

1657 College Currency Mavericks, A Nice Starter
Collection. [12] ($125-250) 

1-3) National School Bank. 25 cents, $2, $5.
Unissued. Green and uniface. Burn marks on the last two.
Otherwise VF. 4-6) Budget Systems of Bookkeeping. 50
cents, $2, $500. Gray with “College Currency” at center. All
VF. 7) Merchants Bank Bookkeepers, Office. $5.
Violet/green. Fine. 8) 20th Century Book-Keeping and Office
Practice. $5. Gold/green. EF. 9-12) Business Practice Sets.
50 cents, $20, $50, $100. Yellow paper, brown printing. AU.

An Illustrated Catalogue of Early American Advertising $67.50 hardbound,
Notes (Ads that Look like Paper Money)! $36.00 soft cover.
By Robert A. Vlack
2001. 358 pp, hardbound. Mint. 

This long awaited volume features close to 1,000 different examples, with prices, rarity ratings,
and hundreds of illustrations. These bank note “look alikes” are not found in Haxby’s four
volume encyclopedia work on obsolete bank notes, and they are not found in any of the state
books on obsoletes. Early North American Advertising Notes is more that just a book for
collectors. It chronicles one of the most interesting and entertaining advertising mediums ever
invented. The beautiful graphics are a virtual art form. Many of the notes employ prose and
poetry that is effective, persuasive, and entertaining. In short, this is a book that will be enjoyed
by anyone who can appreciate the unbriddles entrepreneurial spirit of American advertising. 

To order, call 800-622-1880.


